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Selected Calendar to the  

Papers, 1766-1927, of the Williams, Chesnut, and Manning Families   

(Accession #9437)  

held by South Caroliniana Library, Manuscripts Division University of 

South Carolina  

  

   

  

Note:  

Letters described below now form part of this collection:  

Papers, 1682-1926, of the Williams, Chesnut, and Manning Families 

  

This portion of the Williams-Chesnut-Manning papers (also available on microfilm: R.962-R.963, filmed 

in 1981), had been on deposit at the Library since 1962. The Library officially acquired this portion of 

the collection in 1998 (accession #9437), as discussed in our newsletter, Caroliniana Columns.  

  

  

Background:  

Residents of South Carolina; John Chesnut (1743-1818), a native of Virginia, was a merchant, plantation 

owner, and state legislator of Camden District, S.C. He owned large tracts of land in the vicinity of the 

Wateree River. He was father of James Chesnut (1773-1866), a plantation owner and state legislator, and 

the grandfather of James Chesnut, Jr. (1815-1885), who served in the South Carolina legislature and the 

U.S. Senate and was a member of the committee which drafted the Ordinance of Secession in 1860. 

James Chesnut, Jr., married famed diariest Mary Boykin Miller Chesnut (1823-1886), daughter of South 

Carolina governor Stephen Decatur  

Miller.  

  

Cite As:  Papers of the Williams, Chesnut and Manning Families, South Caroliniana Library, University 

of South Carolina.  

  

Summary     

Papers and correspondence, 1766 - 1905 and 1927 (496 items) of the Williams, Chesnut, Manning and 

related families; topics discussed include national, state and local politics, legislation and controversies of 



the day; family news; reports on weather, crops and agricultural matters related to farming and farmers 

and owners plantation; collection includes letters, photographs, clippings, cards, recipes, and other items.  

Places represented include South Carolina (Camden and Charleston; Darlington District; Kershaw 

District; Sumter District; Clarendon District) and elsewhere.  

  

  

______________________________  

  

Bound Volumes:  

Volume, 1838 - 1839 Volume, 1848 - 1851  

Album of quotations, chiefly of various British poets and extracts of, passages from the Bible and from 

the writings of various philosophers.  

  

Letterbook, c. 1862 – 1863  

Copies of letters to Mary Boykin Chesnut from Charles S. Venable, Mrs. Joseph Johnston, Varina Davis, 

L.Q. Washington, Mary C. Preston, Louisa S. McCord, and others.  

  

______________________________  

  

Art Work:  

Sketch, 7 Oct. 1840   

Drawing of plans for a phaeton carriage “including an oil cloth cover as directed by Colonel Chesnut.”  

  

3 undated ink wash drawings by an unidentified artist with captions:   

“The Graces versus Temperance”   

“Caesar and his treasures”   

“Some types from the Miller School celebration.”  

______________________________  

  

Unbound Papers: Bond, 24 June 1766, of Patrick McCormick, planter, to “Kershaws Chesnut & Co of 

Wateree Pinetreehill merchants.” [In affiliation with brothers Joseph and Ely Kershaw, John Chesnut 

operated the store at Pine  

Tree Hill [later renamed Camden (S.C.). This general store was also known as Ely Kershaw and  

Company, and was  affiliated with the Charleston firm of Ancrum, Lance, & Loocock.]  



  

Financial Record, 1777  

“List of Kershaws Chesnut & Co. Bonds”  

  

Letter, 26 June 1791 (Mount Vernon, Virginia)  

G[eorge] Washington to Mr. Chesnut (Camden, S.C.), transcription of letter re a “drill plough” which he 

was sending Chesnut and explaining its operation, especially with regard to planting indigo.  

  

Will, 26 Nov. 1791, of Jasper Sutton  

[A resident of Lancaster County (S.C.), Jasper Sutton was the stepfather of John Chesnut.  

Sutton settled near Granny’s Quarter Creek about 1757].  

  

Letter, 13 Feb. 1800 (Charleston, S.C.)   

John Drayton, to Lt. Col. Manning, re plans for military action “Should the North Carolina  

Commissioners be allowed to run a boundary line, through the territory of this State.”  

  

Letter, 11 Apr. 1805 Jamesville (Clarendon County, S.C.)  

John P. Richardson (Charleston, S.C.), expressing “the pleasure your conduct has given me” and 

commenting on her studies.  

  

Letter, 9 Mar. 1809, Jamesville (Clarendon County, S.C.)  

John P. Richardson, to ER, Charleston, approving of his daughter’s conduct and desiring “to see you 

imbibe those principles of virtue, religion and Education, that will prove you an ornament of your Sex, 

and an honor to the grey hairs of your parents.”  

  

Letter, 27 Feb. 1816, Centre Hall (Darlington County, S.C.)  

Governor David Rogerson Williams, to James Chesnut (Camden, S.C.), broadside general orders on 

integral leaf re schedule of militia reviews, with letter of sale of Chesnut’s cotton, relating a story told by 

“a shrude old gentleman” that “any man who owned a race horse, would die worth a hundred negroes less 

than he might, if he had not,” and expressing pleasure with a calf given him by Chesnut.  

  



Letter, 20 Feb. 1825 (Washington, D.C.)  

Marquis de Lafayette, to the Mayor of Camden (S.C.), contemporary copy of letter re his itinerary and 

thanking the citizens of Camden for the invitation to be present at the laying of the cornerstone of the 

monument honoring Revolutionary leader, Baron Johan DeKalb (1721-1780).  

 

Broadside, 22 June 1825  

Advertisement for exhibition of painting “The Dinner Party” in Columbia (S.C.), a work by artist Henry 

Sargent (1770-1845) [completed, 1821].  

  

Letter, 24 Jan. 1826  

Rembrandt Peale, to [Richard I.] Manning (Columbia, S.C.) offering to sell to the state of South Carolina 

a copy of his portrait of George Washington for $1,000.  

  

Letter, 20 Dec. 1828, Society Hill (Darlington District, S.C.)  

David Rogerson Williams, to James Chesnut (near Camden, S.C.) discussing machinery for their 

cottonseed oil mill and factory, wishing to avoid any suggestion of extravagance, “I have thus far, been a 

very yankey,” and describing crowded and dirty conditions in a house inhabited by poor white people that 

he had visited.  

  

Letter, 30 May 1829, Society Hill (Darlington District, S.C.)  

David Rogerson Williams, to James Chesnut (Camden, S.C.), regarding outbreak of measles on the 

plantation among his slaves and his opinion that the danger had passed “but Negroes are so much like 

wolves at night, no one but themselves can tell where they are, or how exposed,” and discussing 

operations of the cottonseed oil factory.  

  

Letter, 14 Mar. 1830, Society Hill (Darlington District, S.C.)  

David Rogerson Williams, to James Chesnut (near Camden, S.C.), discussing his preferred medical 

treatment for measles, especially among his enslaved African Americans.  

  

Letter, 28 Apr. 1834  

Richard I. Manning, to John L. Manning (Camden, S.C.) re the congressional election and discussing 

John Carter as a potential candidate.  

  



Letter, 11 Sept. 1834, Mulberry (Kershaw County, S.C.)  

James Chesnut (1773-1866), to James Chesnut, Jr. (1815-1885), then enrolled at Princeton in  

New Jersey, advising his son regarding his responsibilities and behavior, cautioning against “arrogance” 

and “superciliousness” in conversation: “I mention this merely as an unfortunate characteristic among 

some of our Southern Lads”; discussion of the upcoming elections, the Nullification controversy and his 

opinion that the “Union party… are too strong for our opponents  

& as yet unanimity reigns in our ranks,” and advising him to “avoid the low country.”  

  

Letter, 28 Oct. 1834, [cottonseed oil] “Factory” (Society Hill, Darlington District, S.C.) John N. 

Williams (1797-1861), to James Chesnut (Camden, S.C.) discussing contemporary politics, factory 

operations at his cottonseed oil mill, and his arrangements for the cobbling and providing of shoes for his 

African-American slaves.  

  

Letter, 22 Mar. 1836, Volusia, [Florida]  

John Chesnut, to James Chensut (Camden, S.C.) re military news of the Second Seminole War and 

anticipating an early end to hostilities.  

  

Letter, 23 Dec. 1836, Brandon (Prince George County, Virginia)  

M.E.C., to Miss Jane McKenzie (Richmond, Va., relating their trip from Felicity Hall to the plantation, 

Brandon, on the James River and an account of their activities as guests of Mrs.  

Ritchie.  

  

Four letters, 21-26 May and 12 July 1838 (Carrollton and Natchez [Mississippi])  

A.A. Haley, to A.H. Boykin (Camden, S.C.) re legal questions pertaining to the estate of Stephen  

Decatur Miller (1787-1838), a severe outbreak of diarrhea among the enslaved AfricanAmericans, and 

discussing operations on Miller’s plantations.  

Letter, 4 Jan. 1839 (New Orleans, Louisiana)  

John [L. Manning], to Mrs. Richard I. Manning (Clarendon District, S.C.), commenting on the appearance 

of New Orleans, the widespread use of the French language, “Even the planters and overseers converse 

most frequently in French to say nothing of the niggerafied lingo of the blacks,” and describing [Houmas] 

plantation, “situated about 8 hours run from the City in a Steamboat” [a property formerly owned by the 

Hampton family of South Carolina, and by this time taken over by son-in-law John Smith Preston].  

   



Letter, 19 Mar. 1840 (Charleston, S.C.)  

J.P. Dickinson, to James Chesnut, Jr. (Camden, S.C.) discussing financial and other arrangements for 

acquiring the [Camden Journal newspaper] and inquiring, “Could its columns not be useful in the coming 

elections.”  

  

Poem, 31 July 1840  

“Lines to Miss Mary E. Clarke” written by F. Lewis Marshall.  

  

Sketch, 7 Oct. 1840 of a phaeton carriage “including an oil cloth cover as directed by 

Colonel Chesnut.”  

  

Two letters, 2 June and 11 Sept. 1841 (New York, N.Y.)  

D[uncan] Phyfe & Son, to Jas. [John] L. Manning, care of J.K. Kirkpatrick (Charleston, S.C.), 

enumerating furniture shipped to Manning for Milford, his elaborate home in Sumter District (S.C.), 

constructed, 1839-1841.  

  

Letter, 24 Sept. 1841 (Charleston, S.C.)  

Jos[eph] Johnson, to James Chesnut (Camden, S.C.), requesting biographical information re his father for 

inclusion in a publication “for the Apprentice’s Lib[rar]y Soc[iet]y, as examples of Patriotism, Bravery, & 

Perseverance, calculated to encourage the youth who attend that institution, & promote emulation among 

them.” [This organization also known as the Apprentices' and Minors' Library Society].  

  

  

  

Letter, 7 Jan. 1842 (New York, N.Y.)  

Duncan Phyfe & Brother, to John L. Manning (Fulton, Marlboro District, S.C.) re furnishings for his new 

home, Milford.  

  

Letter, 12 Apr. 1842, Houmas [plantation in Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana]  

John L. Manning to Mrs. Manning (Fulton, S.C.) re their arrival in Lousiana, staying at Houmas in 

preference to the city, “there is an everlasting breeze from the river which keeps the atmosphere refresh’d 

& pure,” re the distressing economic conditions and the prevalent opinion “that a tariff will prevent it,” 

and the remarkably good health of the slaves at Houmas: “Our people are hardly ever sick except for 

some few who are dirt eaters.”  



  

Receipted bill, 28 Feb. 1844 for items purchased from Hayden, Gregg & 

Co. by John L. Manning.  

  

Two letters, 24 Feb. and 22 Apr. 1843 (Charleston, S.C., and New York, N.Y.)  

Joseph Agamemnon Binda (1790-1864), to John L. Manning in New Orleans (La. )and Columbia (S.C.), 

discussing his indebtedness and inquiring about four marble busts and two statues at Manning’s plantation 

in Clarendon and two paintings in which Wade Hampton expressed an interest, all of which he was 

inclined to sell.  

  

Legal opinion, [circa Nov. 1845] stating that the inheritance rights of John L. Manning and his three 

children as a result of his wife’s death “are to be determined by the laws of South Carolina, and not the 

laws of Louisiana.” [Manning’s late wife, Susan Frances Hampton Manning (1816-1845), was the 

daughter of Col. Wade Hampton I (1752-1835), and Mary Cantey Hampton.]  

  

Letter, 2 May 1848, Toluca (Mexico)  

James, to [Mother], describing the sites and people of Mexico City.  

  

Letter, 8 Jan. 1849 (Donaldsonville, Louisiana)  

Tho[ma]s Cottman, to John L. Manning (Fulton, S.C.) re plans for dealing with cholera which he did not 

regard as a serious threat to slaves on his Louisiana plantation, Houmas: “The poor Irish have suffered 

terribly & also negroes on places where there are neither hospitals & sanitary regulations.”  

Letter, 28 Feb. [18]49  

James Chesnut to Thomas Lang (Kirkwood near Camden, S.C.), complaining about “the destruction of 

fences & the depredation committed on the woodland, inside the fences which we kept up constantly & 

repaired as your folks took them down.”  

  

Letter, 3 Apr. 1849 (Millford [Sumter County, S.C.])  

John L. Manning to Mrs. Colin Clarke (Gloucester County, Virinia), giving his assessment of the cabinet 

of U.S. President Zachary Taylor, and stating that he was not aware of John C. Calhoun’s estimation of 

the cabinet: “Since coming down to Columbia purposely to defeat my election [as governor] last winter I 

have had no communication with him. I suppose everyman however is bound to protect his own dog, & 

Mr. Seabrook is Mr. Calhoun’s”  



  

Letter, 17 Jan. 1850 (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)  

Horace Binney, to James Chesnut (Camden, S.C.), thanking him for a barrel of Carolina sweet potatoes 

and praising their superior quality and giving an account of the burglary at his mother’s house: “Our City 

(from the arrangement of our domestic architecture, - and the adoption of deep back-buildings which abut 

on a small private street or alley) is peculiarly exposed to Burglary.”  

  

Letter, 10 Sept. 1851 (Barnwell, S.C.)  

W[ilia]m A. Owens, to James Chesnut (Camden, S.C.), re the secession movement in the state and his 

belief that the secessionists would be defeated in Barnwell District (S.C.), “although they have a majority 

I suppose now.”  

  

Printed broadside, [1852]  

“Inaugural Address of Governor John L. Manning.”  

  

Printed dinner invitation, 22 Feb. 1853 issued to “Field 

Officers” by Gov. Manning, with menu.  

  

Letter, 12 Dec. 1856 (Charleston, S.C.)  

J[ames] L. Petigru, to James Chesnut (Columbia, S.C.), discussing the controversial “colored Seamen’s” 

act and arguing in favor of its repeal by the legislature - “this act is of no use to us except to increase the 

number and zeal of the abolitionists.”  

Letter, [1858]  

James Chesnut, Jr., to Mary [Boykin Chesnut], re his election to the U.S. Senate “by a very handsome 

vote.”  

  

Letter, 2 Feb. 1861, Torwood [Louisiana]  

J.J. Pringle, to “My dear Manning,” expressing reluctance to discuss politics “for I fear we differ very 

widely, and I confess I can see nothing but trouble before us, if the present course of the Southern States 

is persisted in.” [A wealthy planter, Julius Pringle wrote this letter from Torwood Plantation, located near 

Pointe Couple Parish northwest of Baton Rouge, as well as another property near Franklin, Louisiana, and 

a plantation near Georgetown, South Carolina.]   

  



Letter, 17 Oct. 1863, Atlanta, [Georgia]  

L[eonidas] Polk, to James Chesnut, Jr., re an interview.  

  

Letter, 10 Dec. 1863 (Charleston, S.C.)  

Thomas Jordan, to “My Dear Governor,” discussing the draft and conscription into the  

Confederate Army with regard to cadets or students in military schools and Confederate politics, 

concluding, “It is strange that while J[efferson] D[avis] and his administration are so universally 

unpopular and confessedly weak, yet the Press & Legislative bodies are so uniformly skittish in the 

expression of dissatisfaction, & of popular sentiment.”  

  

Letter, 10 Aug. 1865, Homesley (Sumter District, S.C.)  

John L. Manning, to J.E. Tindal, declining nomination to the state convention as “I have received the 

intelligence that my presence is imperatively demanded in the far west… in order to save perhaps only a 

pittance from my lost fortunes.”  

  

Letter, 29 Sept. [18]65 (Winnsboro, Fairfield District, S.C.)  

William W. Boyce to John L. Manning, considering a race for the U.S. Senate and soliciting his opinion.  

  

Letter, 11 Oct. 1865, Manchester, JLM, to WWB, assuring Boyce of his past friendship and support but 

declining to endorse his candidacy because he was undecided re the urgings of many friends that he 

announce as a candidate for the same office.  

Letters, 1868-1870 (Charlottesville, Va.)  

Correspondence of Douglas G. Manning as a student at the University of Virginia.  

  

Letter [1872]  

[John L. Manning], to Col. J.P. Thomas, explaining his position on the Democratic party and Horace 

Greeley, its candidate for President, and expressing “great surprise there are some persons who seem to be 

under the impression that I am friendly to Mr. [Ulysses S.] Grant for a second term of the Presidency.”  

  

Obiturary notice, [circa 16 June 1873]  

Reporting death of Mrs. Elizabeth Peyre Richardson Manning (1794 - 1873).  

  



Narrative [circa 1873?]  

By [John L. Manning] written “In consequence of the disastrous effects of the late war upon all the 

property in the Southern States of the Union… and the equally ruinous influences of the fearful mal-

administration of public offices in this State by its reckless and profligate government,” offering for 

private sale “some pictures marbles and other articles of value, which I have procured in more prosperous 

times, to be preserved as heirlooms in my family,” and tracing the history of their acquisition from Count 

Joseph Binda.  

  

Letter, 6 Dec. 1874 (Camden, S.C.)  

James Chesnut, Jr., to W[ilia]m W. Corcoran (1798-1888), expressing an interest in selling  

Gilbert Stuart’s copy of his Washington portrait executed for John Chesnut. [A philanthropist of  

Washington (D.C.), Corcoran assembled one of the first important collections of American art.]  

  

Letter, 14 Mar. 1879 (Washington, D.C.)  

Miss E. B. Johnson, to James Chesnut, Jr., offering an opinion re the authenticity of the Stuart portrait.  

  

Consultation, 7 Apr. 1879 (Camden, S.C.)  

Opinion of J. B. Alexander giving “views of a picture of Gen. Washington known in community as a 

Painting of Gilbert Stuart.”  

  

Two letters, 15 and 29 Apr. 1880 (Washington, D.C.)  

Geo[rge] P. Healy, to John L. Manning (Millford plantation, Sumter County, S.C.), re his activities and 

his family.  

  

Letter, 31 Oct. 1880 (Washington, D.C.)  

L.Q. Washington to James Chesnut, Jr. (Camden, S.C.), commenting on [Winfield Scott] Hancock’s 

candidacy for the presidency, expecting defeat of Hancock, and remarking, “it is doubtful if the 

Republicans will ever surrender the govt. unless they are put out by force. There is no free election at the 

North today.”  

  

Letter, 1 July [18]81, Los Borregos (Mexico)  

“David,” to “Dear Aunty,” commenting on the acquittal of E.B.C. Cash about which he had read in the 

newspapers, re his life in Mexico, remarking that the Mexicans were on strike because of a superstition 

and their fear of the U.S.  



  

1882   

Correspondence re paintings being offered for sale by the Chesnut family.  

  

Typed statement of provenance [1882?]  

Essay discussing family portraits painted by Gilbert Stuart of Col. John Chesnut (1743-1813), his son 

James Chesnut, Sr. (1773-1866), James Chesnut’s wife, Mary Cox Chesnut (17751864) and of George 

Washington (1732-1799).  

  

Two letters, 3, 4 Mar. 1886, Sarsfield [near Camden, S.C.]  

Mary Boykin Miller Chesnut, to Ellen [C. Manning], inviting her for a visit and requesting her to bring 

from Charleston a lamp exactly like hers at Milford.  

  

Letter, 5 July 1886, Milford [Sumter County, S.C.]   

John L. Manning to Mrs. James Chesnut, Sarsfield [near Camden, S.C.], inviting her to attend the 

wedding of his nephew and adopted son, stating, “It has been over a century since the two families have 

been closely intwined in domestic and political relations; may this closer relation continue and increase 

the confidence, friendship, & unity of action” and recalling their previous friendship as well as the 

friendship between her husband and himself.  

Letter, 8 July 1886 (Camden, S.C.)  

D.R. Williams, to John L. Manning, regretting that he and Mrs. Chesnut could not be present at the 

wedding and sending “her acknowledgements of your kind invitation & expressions of friendship so dear 

to one in her present condition.”   

  

Recipes [undated]  

30 miscellaneous recipes for food, medicines, home remedies, etc.  

  

  

  

  


