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Biographical Note:

fiHe was and has always remained way ahead of his time, not only in race relations, but also
in a deep commitment to make sure that every citizen of South Carolirgiweasan
opportunity forgood education and health care.

~ Former president Jimmy Cartepeaking of John C. West in 2003

John West served his state and nation as a soldier during World \&sa thember of the
South Canlina Senateaslieutenant governogsgovernor,andasUnited Statesrabassador to
Saudi Arabia His public servicéghroughout his careavas characterized by thoughtful and

progressive activism.

Born onAugust27, 1922to Shelton J. West and Mattie Ratterree \Wastin Carl West

grew up on a farm in the Charlotte
Thompson community near
Camden, South Carol
father was among the seventy
severpeople killed in the

Cleveland ghool fireof May 23

1923. In an apublished memoir,
Westnotedi The | oss of 7
persons from this small community

was a disaster from whighere

was never a recoveryThat event

changed the course of the
community and the W
(The school is pictured at left)

Mrs. Westgave up teaching to run

the 220acre family farm ad to
raise John and his older brother, Sheltomrecalling his childhooduring a 1996 oral
history interview, West described working on the farm@argiloi ng out ear |l y o1
morning, picking flowers or sometimes picking vegetables, and takingithenthe
community club mar ket and selling them for

In 1938, Westvas awaded the Camden ScholarshipTioe Citadel
which allowed him tdulfil hi s mot her 6s goal
sons tocollege. While atThe Citadel, Wegparticipated in many
organizations and activitiemcluding theschool newspaper and
literary magazine, the International Relations Club, and working i
the public relations office of the Citadel. He was also captain ant
manager of the debating team, araveled across the countior
competitions sharpening speaking skills which would later benefit
him in his political career. On M&0, 1942, West graduated from
The Citadel with a Bachelor of Artlegredn Political Scienceand a
commission asalieutenant inthe U.S. Army.

bo
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OnJunel0, 1942, West began his military career at the Artraft Training Center at Camp
Stewart in GeorgiaHe and his unit wersoonsent to Boston for antiircraft duty around the
shipyards and dry docks in theea. In late August, West marrielildhood sweethealiois
Rhamethen a student at Winthrop Universiat, Fort Monmouth, New Jersede spent that fall

at Ohio StatéJniversity, taking a training course in aircraft recognition. He tie&urned to

Boston to serve dattery Commander before training a replacement unit and returning to Camp
Stewart. In Novemberl944 Westwas givera prestigious assignmeto the Military Intelligence
Division in WashingtonD.C. He spent almost aaeat the Pentagoavaluating intelligence
reports orthe Japanese ArmybDuring this time, he also took law classes at George Washington
University. In Septembel 945, he waappointed to the U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey, a
presidential committeehich set outo analyze anévaluate the effesbf the war on Japan.
Thecommittee spent forty days touring Nagoya and Osaka.

West returned to South Carolina in 1946 and entered law school at the University of South
Carolina. While studying law, West also worked apolitical sciencenstructorat USC. Upon

his admission to the bar in 194% formed a practicéMurchison and Westyith Camden
attorneyAllen Murchison. Murchison had been a neighbor and father figure tyt@g John

West. After Murchison's death, the practice was renamed West, Holland, Furman, and Cooper.

West's political career began
with his appointment to the
South Carolina Highway
Commission in 1948, a
position which he held until
1952. In 1954West
managed Edgar
fated campaign to succeed
Burnet Maybank in the U.S.
Senate. Brown was defeated
by write-in candidate Strom
Thur mond. We s
| entrance into politics

A8 resuled fromhis concern
aboutthe cramped and inadequate facilities of the Camden hqgsglitigh came to his attention in
1952when his threg/earold son wagaken there with convulsions. West agreegin a
committee devoted to upgrading or replacing the existing hospital. YWaeffort ran into
opposition, Westan for the stat&enatan 19540n the hospital issy&vinning his seat by only
three votes.

As senator, West 0s impraviagthe public cmatirrecdumadvanang | u
statesupported junior ctéges, develapg better nursing programencouragg industrial
developmentand revifng the staté s  kdditGtion West along with a number of his
colleagues in the General Assembly and Governor Ernest F. Holielisvedthatindustrialization
and education could work together for the benefit of South Carolina and its citizens. If South
Carwlina could providegechnical trainindor its potentiaworkforce then industrywould be
attractedo the state West wotelegislation that resulted in thestablishment of the Technica
Educationprogramg | andmar k i n South Carolinads. mov
Westalsohelped to bringn industries such as the Elgin Wat€bmpaly, which located in his
homecounty of Kershaw



South Carolina Political Collection John Carl West Papers, @

After twelve years as senatd¥est ran for lieutenant governor in
1966. In the Democratic primarye facedellow senator Roger
Scott of Dillon as well aPero Cook, a lumber man from Conway
and convicted moonshiner. While Scatid Cook entertained
crowds with their humor, West emerged as a more serious
candidate, with both experienitepublic officeand a solid

platform emphasizing education, industrial development, and
health care deliveryHe easily won the Democratic nontioa,
garnering more than twice as many votes as his two opponents
combined.

Eger

JOHNTCT WEST
Ligytenant. Severgor

NEL e igiaigt
T West is Best™

5' s, /

In the1966general election, West was opposed by Republican
Marshall Mays, an attorney and a former member of the South
Carolina House of Representatives from Greenwood County.
State$rightscons i t ut ed a ma | olatform.0Nedt i
went on todefeatMays handily.

As lieutenant gvernor, Westvorked clsely with Governor Robert
McNair andcontinued to focus on three issues he believed most
affected the future ofc&ith Carolina: education, industrial and
economic development, and the need for a revised state
constitution. In additionhefought to retain adequate tariff protection for the textile industry
in South Carolina and advocated establishing a second mediiege.

In 1970 West was unopposed for the Democratic nomination for governor, though Columbia
mayor Lester Bates had considered seeking the nomination. The general diecterer,

offered two very different candidates and visions for SouthGaeld s f ut ur e . We
opposed byRrepublican ©@ngressman Albert Watson. Watdwad beerelected to Congress

in 1962 as a Democrat, but supported Republican Barry Goldwater in the 1964 presidential
campaign.As a resultthe DemocraticHouse leadershigtripped him of his seniiy.

Watson resigned his seawitched to the
Republican Party, and, in tdenel965
special election to fill theacancycaused by
hisownresignationhewas reelected to
Congress as a Republican.

Watson was a fiergampaigner. His

campaign |l iterature proc
of courage, character, and conviction for a
time of crisis.o Hi s c&

opposition to busing to achieve racial

integrationin public schoolshis fiscal
conservati m,i nidelldaicsttirv i
development, and support for texsiland

agriculture. HoweverWa t s oampagn

was tarnishetby anincidentoccurring in

Lamar, South Carolina, located in Darlington

County, which had been ordered by federal
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coursto integrate its schats in January 1970. In late Februafijatson appeacdeat a rally
supporting Anfreedamaonf tébiceg the crowd,
for it unless you stand up and use every means at your disposal to agéemtvhat |

consier an illegal order of the Circuwnt Cour
March 3 school buses carrying black children were attacked and overtbgnaanohin

Lamar Many s aw Wat sadactdr é insitinghe \Golence. s

The bitter campaign
highlighted strong
ideological differences
between the two candidates
Indeed, West campaigned
with the sl of

Good Man Gov EINETANETEITANIN, I

9

West won the office,

receiving approximately
fifty -three percent of the

ballot.

)

John Wesbecame governaturing a time of cange and racial conflict. As Lieutenant
Governor, West had dealt with racial problems in Lamar and Orangeburg as tell as
process opublic school integratiostatewide His election as governor was seen by many,
including West himself, as a repudiation of divisive, racial politicshis inaugural address
January 191971, We st dveaand, and wedshall, imn the next four years eliminate
from our government any vestige of discrimination because of race, seedeligion, or

any other barriers to fairness for all citizens. We pledge minority groups no special status
other than fulifledged responsibility in a governmtethat is totally colotblind.0 To help

fulfill this promise he created ttetat®d €ommission on Human Relations. West was also
the first governor in over a century to appointdrican-Americanto an official state

position when he named James E. Clyburn assistant to the governor for Human Resource
Development.

Among \Weajeradbmplishmentss
governorwere the passage of mandatory
automobile insurance for all drivers; the
creation of the Advisory Council for
Comprehensive Health Planning, the
Coastal Zone Planning and Management
Council, the Housing Authority, and
Human AffairsCommission; and the
reorgani zation of the
and the Departments of Labor and of
Wildlife and Marine Resources.

After leaving office West returned to

* private law practice with the goal of
building a statewide firm W|th national and imational interestsHowever, he election of
his friend Jimmy Carteotthe presidenciypn 1976spurredrumors that West might return to
public life, perhapsvitha s e at i abine@sareward foMge s€istdngsupport and
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asanacknowledgment of the estedParter had for WestInstead, Westvho had become
activei n De an Ru Lkniedor ISernatiomakStudieexpressed an interest in the
ForeignServicegenerally and Saudi Arabia specificallyn May 1977 PresidenCarter
appointed West Ambassador to Saudi Arabia.

Historicdly, Saudi Arabia had not been the site ohajor trade or military presender the

United Statesbut that changed with the energy crisis and wittStfeeu dmpartéance as a
moderating influence in the Ardbraeli conflict. As governor, Weghad established

business relationships in the Middtast,particularly with Kuwaiti investors who purchased
Kiawah Island.In 1976, he hated a State Development Bddrade missiorio the Middle

East and established a firm to assist American companies in breaking into Middle Eastern
markets. To supplementhis knowledgeWest spent about two months in Washington

receiving briefings on Saudi Arabia and the MiddletlBagore departing for his posin his

remarls at his ambassadorial swearingn cer emony, West procl ai me
key to energy, capital and to peaceaotadn t he
that the two natio s fi s hnamore purposec. . avghare a heritage ths completely
compatible...We know that this is an important period of a search for peace, and our visits
today and tomorrow will be designed to accommodate that search in the face of tremendous
challenge, butabhte s ame ti me tremendous opportuniti

As ambassador, West
maintained the same
basic approach he had
followed as governor and
in his private dealings
with the Middle East, an
approach he frequently
summed up asj
business makes good
pol i fTheWestso
spent four eventful years
working to strengthen the
links between the United |
States and this vital
Middle Eastern natian . : -
Despite the fact that he was the first political appomtee rather than career dlplomat to serve
as ambassador to Saudiahia,We s te@use was generally viewed, particularly by the
Saudis, as successfilvest i n hi s or al history interview
his close friendship with Carter and to his willingness to work around bureaucracy to get
thingsbne as the keys to his success: Al  just
it was wunconvent i on anl994Edward J. Wendeb theulbhited | ov e
States/Saudi Arabia Standards Cooperation Program tordie s t , il toteat wel | I
you have been the best, the most effective, productive, respected, admired and well liked

U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. With the arrival of our new Ambassador
Raymond Mabus, |1 0m sure the Royasabasedoavyourl y r
out standing record of Samldly, Westeommentedn Bionak y e a
historythatiwhen Ray Mabus was appointed, [King] Fahd told the Secretary of State,
Warren Christopher, 0 Send mefthabiggesttaccolades b h n
ever got. o
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Returning from Saudi Arabig 1981, Westsettled on Hilton Head Island and returned to
thepracticeof law. He maintaired his interest and involvement in the Middle East,
particularly in business, and workeporadically as a consultant to American firms looking
to partner with Saudi investors or sell to Saudi markétsstalso became Distinguished
Professor of Midle East Studies at the University of South Carolina and a frequent guest
lecturer in other pdical science coursesHe servedfor a timeas Chairman of the Board of
the Seibels Bruce Insurance Compandcontinued his workn a number of philanthropic
enterprisesHe passed away on March 21, 2004.

Scope and Content Note

The John C. West Collection consistHat5feetof material bulk 19422004 arranged in
five series Public PapersPasonalPapersSpeechesAudio-Visual Recordsand Clippings.

Public Papers
Public Papers ar@rangedaccording to the officbeld by West

TheHighway Commissionerfile contains the certification f We st 6 s el ecti on
Secretary of State on June 1, 1948.

South Carolina Senatepapes, chiefly 1962 to 1965, consist mainly of correspondearu
topical files on avariety of issues, including technical education, teacher salaries, nursing
school facilities at USC, atomic energy, and local governmefast'silegislative

Columno 1957 to 1964
appeared in the Camden
Chronicleand provided

weekly updates of the issues
before and actions of the
legislature Also of interest is
material on Westod
foster industrial development
in South Carolina, particularly
in Kershaw County.

Lieutenant Governor

records 1967 to 1971are

divided into General Papers,

Press Releases, Schedules,

and Topical Files. Lieutenant
Governor Press Releases

consist of releases,

statements, and newsletters from West. Many summarize West's speeches to local groups or
organizations. Schedules st of West's pocket calendar from 1970 as well as typed

memos of his activities for various weeks from May to December 1Bi#Xs releases and
schedules from Westbs 1970 campaign for go
Campaigns.
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The bulk of thecorrespondence, which was originally arranged by the addresses of the
correspondents by county, has been incorporated into topicallfilastenant Governor

Topical Filescover a variety of issues and endeavors undertaken by Wgeses include

the regulation of alcohol, school degregation, the gasoline taxgr@munism, auto liability
insurance, reapportionment, industrial growth, and pollut®outh Carolina State College

files provide a detailed look at an incidegénerally known asti@Or angebur g Mas:
which resulted in the deatbf three
black studentsn Februaryd, 1968.
Included iscorrespondence between
West andstudents at €. State. Of
particular interest is a letter 8oril

8, 1968, from West t&€ongressman
Bryan Dorndescribing the
presentation to the General Assemb
of a student petition requesting an
open hearing on thacident. West
c o0 mme nThesrdcial prigssures
and tensions have certainly created |,
problems which seem literally to try
men's souls, as well dseir wisdom.
If we can resist the temptation to
make mass denunciations of the - 450 T
many for the actions of a few and unite as citizens of good will, working together the
problems of race canbe solech our ti me by this generatior

The Human Rights Comssion file reflects West's concern about the state of race relations
in South Carolina. In his final year as Lieutenant Govetmaresearched the need for a
state human rights commission in South Carolina and stadiadnodeKentuckys Human
Rights @mmission. He concluded that such a commission wéissaential step in the
maintenance and improvement of race relations@o%nd announced his intention to

create one as governor.

Other topical files concern
economic growth and
development, technical

education, industrynedicine,
pollution, aproposeBASF

plant inBeaufort highway

safety, automobile liability

laws, teachefpay raises, and
retention of adequate tariff
protectionfor textiles

(including correspondence with
Hubert Humphrey). The

fiMoody Reporb file pertains

to the 1968 report,

commissioned by Governor

Mc Nai r |, assessing South Car otheéneedidspgrgdee at e s
health care, improve traportation systems, and provide better educational facilities in order
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to attract higher quality industry.

Gubernatorial papers1971to 1975,are divided into GeneraPress Releases, Schedules,
Topical Files and papers of Mrd.ois West as First ady. Gubernatorial Press Releases

consist of news releases, statements, and newsletters. The bulk of the releases, 1971, report
on West's speeches, future engagements, thoughts on popular issues, and appointments to
commissions or offices. Schedules défddsts meetings, travel plans, and prearranged

events and functions during 1971, the final months of 1972, and 1973.

Gubernatorial Topical Files relateigsues suchs the energy crisis, highways, health care,
tourism, andVests efforts to encourage Kuaiti and otheinvestment in South Carolina.
West's commitment to improving state government is reflected in the extensive files of the
Management Review Commission (MRC), which he established. This commission
recruited members of the business commumityevise a plan for streamlinisgate
government and making it more efficient. The MRC unveiieceport of over 170 pages
January 1972. West formed an Implementation Task Force to carry out this MRC
suggestions. Many of the Task Force memos and meeting minutes are pbgékentssues

of interest on the state and local level include the labor situation at the State Ports Authority,
conditions at Charles Towne Landing, drug abuse at the CentralcGonal Institution,
investment in new industry, pollution control, and the energy crislses regarding Charles

D. (iPug) Ravenel chiefly consist of correspondence from citizens concerning the
September 1978tate Supreme Court rulingatRavenelDemocraticnomineefor governor

in 1974 was ineligiblefor the office Many Ravenel supporteislled for West to

reconvene the General Assembly for a special session to consider amending the state
constitutond eesidency requirementdVest ultimatelydeclined to call the session, feeling
that there was not sufficient support for the amendment among the legislators.

Mrs.Loi s Westds pap
her time as First Lady of

South Carolina include
correspondence and

schedules Among Mrs.

Westds activities
wasan activeinvolvement

with the Muscular Dystrophy
Association including

working at an annual summer

camp for children with the

disease. Mrs. West also
establishec horticulture

program for the mentally
disabledwhich provided

flower arrangements to

decorate the State House and

Governor6s Mansi o
alsooversaw the completion of the renovatioritté Lace House on the Mansion grounds.
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Ambassador to &wudi Arabia files, 1977 to 198, are dividd amomy Generd, Schedules
andTopicalFiles. Fi | es on Westds appoi nt me Geénera nd
paperscomprise the bulk of the ambassadorial papersandist chiefly of correspondence
memos, reports, and cables
Subjects includ&Ve st 0 s
on behalf of American business
the Arablsraeli conflict and
OPECand oil production
Included isextensive
correspondence witRresident
Jimmy Carter, Secretary of Stat
Cyrus Vance, and officials in th
Saudi Arabian government
including King Khalid and
Crown Prince (later King) Fahd.
West reported regularly to
President Cartewith his
assessments of people aadents in Saudi Arabia and the Middle East, often in handwritten
letters, many of which are present in the pap@rsbassadoal Topical Files include a Lois
West File which containsongratulatory letters, correspondence with Rosafyarter, and
one Vvisitor
was a PBS docudrama, aired in May 198Bich dramatized the story of a Saudi Arabian
princess recently executed for adultery. Many who were knowledgeable about Saudi
Arabian politics and culture, including West, wiited the film as inaccurate The
ambassadorial papers were reviewed bySia¢e Department in 198891 andagain in
20052006,andsome documentnd portions of documents haveen withheld for security
reasons.

Personal Papers:

Personal Papers are divided irdmhtsubseries: GeneraBusiness and Financial Records,
Campaign Recordfiary and MemoirsfFamily, Military Service, Schedules, and Topical
Files.

Personalseneral Files chiefly hold correspondence, 3830 2004, with friends and

r

'"s i mpressions of economic rel

€ S

a

associates from t hr oudaling tohis paiseralt bisnesk,iaffde a n d

political activities.This material include both incoming and outgoing letters, marfiyhe
latterhandwritten by West, a prolific correspondent. The files also cotmilauries to
friends and public figures who were retiring,\@ell as remembrances of friends who had
passed awayAlso of note are letters and cards received by West in 2003, when many

friends and admirers, having learned that West was ill, wrote to express what he meant to

them. Additional correspondence appeander Personal, Topical, in the Persons files.
Among those represented in the Persons file®esidents Jimmy Cartand Bill Clinton.

Business and Financial Recordd o c u me n t West 6s wor k with
Jenrette, Seels Bruce, and his legal practicEhe subseriesalso includes material relating
to his charitabl@lonationsand his investments in real estate and in communications

Campaign Recordsr e | at e 1954 1986Gand 1679 campaigns as well as the

Do



South Carolina Political Collection John Carl West Papers, d.1

presdential campaigns of Hubert Humphrey, 1988nmy Carter, 1976nd Michael
Dukakis, 1988.There is also materiglertainngtoMa r s h a | 196 eampaigm fa@r s
lieutenant governorCanpaign records are divided into GenefahancialRecords,
OrganizationFiles, Publicity, andTopicalFiles.
Ve
- Westds successful campaign for Lie
s documented. General files consist chiefly of correspondence detailing
. =8 SUpport and opposition across South Carolina, discussions of campaign
JﬂhllweST | strategies, letters of congratulations, and correspondence between West
— and Earle E. Morris, Jr., Chairman of the state Democratic Party.

Organization files contain correspondence between Harry Lightsey, West's campaign
manager, and his county chairmen asrib® staterad provideaccountf results by
precinct Included in these files are details of the county organizational structure of West's
various volunteer and support groups. The publicity files contain correspondence between
West, Lightsey, and thBradham Advertising Agency ekping ideas and strategies for ad
campaignsas well as copy for television advertisements. The Marshall Mays Topical File
contains brochures and other material from Mays's campaign, a biography, his 1960
legislative recordand correspondence concerning Mays' questionable involvement with the
Pulp Paper Company. Of interest are Mays' allegations that West distributed campaign
money from the National Democratic Party for Lyndon Johnson during his 1964 presidential
campaign.

The 1968HubertHumphrey Presidential Campaign §lehiefly consist otorrespondence

and campaign material s f r thatofhisrivahforthe mphr ey 6
Democratic nomination, Eugene McCarthy. West and Humghadya warm friendshj@as
documented by letters in the files, and West maintained his support for Humphrey

throughout the campaign season.

JohnWesks-.

We s t 0 s ubdrratoriatampaign is also well documented. General files contain
correspondence regardingrrent issues, campaigwents, and suggestions for and

assessments of the success of the camp@g@particular interest are letters concerning the
incident in Lamaranda letter, Februar24,1970, from Hubert Humphrey wh o wr ot e,

hope and pray that your friendship witem wi | | not be a political
West replied on March 3: fAMy public suppor
never feel ot her than proud of it.o

Gubernatorial myanization files contain information on county organizatom ai r man 6 s
manuals and he state campaign organizatiofilso included is information abo@South
Carolinians for Wesb,a group of West's supporters who alemtheir names to be used in
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advertisementir Westacross the statésts of volunteersand voter registration
comparisons. Of particular interest is correspondence from members of the Strategy
Committee regarding West's and Watson's strengths and weaknesses. Press Releases
contain announcements of West's campaign activities an
excerpts from his speeches. Several were issued by Wes
supporters. Schedules, August 1969 to November 1970,
the many campaign events in which West participated.

Topical Files concern sulgis such as the Deocratic Party,
the Republican &ty, textile importsand school
desegregatianFiles also relate to West panent Albert
Watsonand potential opponent Lester Batde Bates file
includes analyses of his success as mayor of Coluihias &
guotes, and his announcement of his decision not to run ft

information West requested on Watson's travel expenditu
as a member of Congress. i
Jimmy Carteros 19@i6dopumented dent 1 al campal
by General files consisting chiefly of correspondemeéehe progress of the campaign
fundraising,and he shaping of Cart eBedmingiml®®Wgsh pol i
worked activelyinCar t er 6 s Whietegliagthg ©9.76South Carolina trade mission
to the Middle East, Wesbllected campaigoontributions fo Carter. He also wrote Carter
onMay 10,1976, with some
observationsbout the
region, concludingfi Si nce |
feel the MidEast will be one
of the key areas of your
concern when you are
elected, | would like the
opportunity of sitting down
with your foreign policy
advisors and giving them the
information and ideas which
we gl eaned during
As aresult of his letter, West
met withCyrus Vancewho

: became Carterds S
State,and Zbigniew Brzezinski, who became National Security Adviste later worled
closely with bah men in his role agwabassador.

g

Carter Campaigitopical Files conist of appointment and talent files containing West's
recommendations for positions within Carter's administration. The appointment file

contains the recommendations of those candidates who Carter chose for a position. The
talent files contain West's mmmendations of unsuccessful candida#siong those
recommended by West was Marshal/l May s, hi s
race. Despite some contentious exchanges during the race, West and Mays were able to
remain on friendly terms aftwards, with West suggesting to Carter that Mays be retained

as |l eader of the Overseas Private I nvest me
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after that election | have c¢ onMaysdeturneddhehi m
favorbywr i ti ng the State Department in 1977 toc

Mi chael Dukaki sd 1988 presi dent iradingeffarthp ai g
on behalf of Michael Dukakis.

We s did@rys 1967, 1971 to 1975, and 197711@81, is composed of the transcripts of tape
recordings dictated by West each eveniigefly during his terms as governor and
ambassador , diappoiotments angvents.iP@rtiorts afythé diary dating
from the ambassadorial period which h&een judged by the State Department to contain
classified information have been removed and/or redacted.

Westendeavoed on at least
two occasions to write a
memoir. A short outline of a
memoir of his time as
ambassador bears the
tentative tittefi Do n 0 t
to Pack the G ;
a longer, untitled memoir . o ‘\\fj/ T ," )\‘ W\B&
| argely cover " 5590 1S .
childhood, military service, f
and early legal and political
careerjncluding his retelling
of a tense and dangerous
confrontatiorwith the
Kershaw County Ku Klux
Klan in 1958.

SSPX’OYT

Hl

PersonalTopical Filescover
issues and projects in which
West was interested or
involved as a private citizen.
Middle East filescirca 1974

to 2003, consist chiefly of
correspondence with
businessmerdiplomats,and
personal friendsgs well as
with American and Saudi
Arabian governmentfficials.
Following his years as
ambassador, W
continuing interest in the
Middle East its business
opportunities, cultureand conflictsis reflected in his ongoing correspondence with various
Saudi citizens and officials, including members of the royal fankilypm the time of his

return to South Carolina in 1981 until his death in 2004, West was frequently called upon as
an expert in Middle Eastern affairs, whether for interviews with local towmed media or as

a special envoy of the State Department. VWestesponded with a number of diplomats and
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State Department colleagues, offering advice to his successarseign Servicén the

Middle East. The filesalsoinclude West'sesponse t@he AmericarHouse of Saud: The

Secret Petrodollar Connectipa1985bookby Steren EmersonWe st 6 s busi ness
in the Middle East included involvement with the Saudi American Business Roundtable and
consulting work. His interest prior to becomismgbassador is depictedsnbstantial files

relating to the 1976 South Carolina Trade Mission to the Middle East led by West. The
Mission was designed to promote closer economic ties with the region. The group
principally visited Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.

OtherPersonal Topicdiles reflectgroupsand institutions in which West was involved,

such as the Presbyterian Church, the Southern Council on International and Public Affairs,
and the Education Commi ssi on ofcisibnsaboubt at es
Alcohol, which West chairedThe Democratic Party files demonstrate West's involvement

in the party throughout his life. Of particular interest is a confidential analysis of the

political situation in South Carolina @uthored by West aiemonths before the 1960

presidential election. This report was written for the Democratic National Committee.

Separate files on Political Candidates includermationon We st 6 s endor seme
contributions to both Democratic and Republican caatdi] particularly in South Carolina

races.

One of Westds | ong

endeavors was an effort to

improve education in South

Carolina, particularly at his

alma maters, The Citadel and

the University of South

Carolina. There are extensive

Personal Topicdileson

West 6s fundraising

- = and involvement at the two

: NT > TEACHER schools.Among thgseargfiles

‘Q on The Ci tkatde | c
e e class of 1942, which included

numerous wetknown South

Carolinians; in addition to

West, other members of the

class were Ernest F. Hollings and futur

and James A. W®ArebherGdiemohesyrati ng West

files on the West Foundation, a nprofit corporation established in 1974 and designed to

sponsor educational progranimsdugh grants both to institutions and to individual students.

Asaresubf t he Foundationbés efforts, the John

International Relations was established at The Citatleé Foundation has also distributed

scholarships to undergraduates and sponsored numerous lecture series and seminars on

international issuesMore recently, the West Foundation helped bring into existence the
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University of South Carolinadés John C. Wes
the Department of Political Science (formerly the Department of Goverrandnt
Il nternational Studies). Westds |l ongstandin

a lecturer led to the naming of the Forum in his honor; according to the original proposal
included in the West Forum f i dgranulgateithe For u



South Carolina Political Collection John Carl West Papers, 45

civic values and political | eader AléDi p exem
included in the files on US(S material elating to thé=orum, as well asorrespondence,
l ecture outlines, and r positoraas Distingmshedd/isiing | s r

Professor of MieEast Studies at the University of South Carolina.

Family papers include correspondence with various family members, as well as files
relating to Westds mot her, MyanedlogyeSewremlt t er r e
nineteentkcentury documents included seem to have
belonged to ancestors, including an autograph album (c.
1857) and a copybook (c. 1840s). West himself took an
interest in genealogy and corresponded with relatives, close
and distant,itroughout the country. Essays on West family
history were apparently written by John West as a
schoolboy.

Military Service records document West's military career,
starting in 1942 when he began active duty as an Antiaircraft
Artillery Battery CommanderRecords trace West's rise in
the military to Captain and later to Major. Military records
are arranged chronologically and include West's special
orders and other correspondence about his military caree

=

Schedules 1966, 1976 to 1977, 1981 to 1988d 2003,
include invitations, information about appointments, and
travel plans. Blank calendar pages have been removed. Materials relating to conferences
and other events indicate Westods continued
state oficials, and educational entities, as

well as his popularity as a speaker,
particularly on matters pertaining to South
Carolina government and to the Middle
East.

Speechfiles, 1950 t02002 consistchiefly
of texts,drafts and outline®f speeches,
related correspondence, and programs.
Undated speeches, chiefly from his rgea
as state senator, lieutengoivernor, and
governor, are found at the end of the
collection The speech index, at the end of
the finding aid, only lists speeches that
have texts ooutlines, and does not list
speeches which are only referred to in
correspondence or programs.

Audio-Visual records include photographs, ¢.1882003 audiotapesa film, and

videotapes. Taglines and Transcripts consists of transcripts of five editioRedrt by
Lieutenant Governor John West to the People of South Catotin@ctober 1970, and three
Albert Watson interviews, 1970. It also contains suggested remarks for radio announcers to
use when introducing taped statements by West.



